
DEVELOPING CLASSROOM COMMUNITIES: 
AN IMPORTANT PROCESS  

FOR 
PARENT INPUT LETTER 

 
 

As the end of the school year approaches, we are 

beginning the formal process of creating class lists 
for the 2017-2018 school year.  In Council Rock, 
the construction of elementary classes and the 

assignment of teachers is a lengthy and 
complicated process.  In each elementary school, 

teachers and principals spend many hours 
preparing class lists that are balanced and contain 
a mixture of abilities and behaviors.  Using all of 

this information, the result becomes a productive 
learning community.   

 
It is the practice of the Council Rock School 
District that parental information will be solicited 

each year for classroom placement. 
 

When principals and teachers develop the 
classroom community, parent information will be 
considered as one important factor.  The 

elementary principal, however, retains the right 
and obligation to weigh all factors in creating 

classroom communities. 
 
When we create classroom communities, we work 

to meet the following objectives: 
 

 Assign students to teacher who can 
best meet individual student needs 
 

 Structure classes to be heterogeneous 
 

 Assign an equal number of students to 
each section of a given grade level 

 

 Evenly distribute students by ability 
across the grade level 

 

 Group students who work well together 

 

 Minimize any student scheduling conflicts 

 
The objectives listed above are achieved by using 
information provided by teachers and parents. 

We use the following process to develop our 

classroom communities: 
 

 Homeroom teachers describe  

students on a placement rubric. 
The descriptors are a series of 

observable behaviors both social 
and academic.  There are several 
categories to help us narrow the  

matching of a class for each child. 
 

 All support services that a child has 
received are also considered. 

 

 Parent surveys are consulted. 
Please note: A request for  

specific teachers WILL NOT be 
considered. 

 

 Students are divided into groups 

based on the objectives above. 
 

 Tentative class lists are developed. 

 

 Discussions with current teachers  

and other support staff are held to 
consider class composition and 
make changes where necessary. 

 
As always, your input is important.  Therefore, for 

this upcoming school year, we are requesting  you  
complete  the  parent  survey  below. My Child’s 
Learning Characteristics:  A Parent Survey of 

Student Capabilities for Classroom Placement 
 

Please send your completed survey in a sealed 
envelope addressed to Mr. John Harlan, Principal 
marked “Confidential” NO LATER than Friday, 

April 7, 2017. 
 

 
 
 

 



COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SOL FEINSTONE ELEMENTARY 

 
My Child’s Learning Characteristics: 

A Parent Survey of Student Capabilities for Classroom Placement 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Please provide us with some information about how you view your child’s learning characteristics.  Carefully 
review the checklist below.  Indicate by checking, in the box provided, what factors most influence your child’s 
learning.  Please, do not request a specific teacher. 
 
If you select one of the first two options in section one, you need not continue with the rest of the lis t below 
in section two.  Please return this survey in a sealed envelope addressed to Mr. John Harlan, Principal  marked 
“Confidential” by Friday, April 7, 2017. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
 
Section One 

 We have confidence that the Sol Feinstone Elementary staff has a good understanding of our child’s 
needs. 

 
 My child’s learning style is well balanced and most likely will lead to success in any Sol Feinstone 

learning environment. 

 
OR 

Section Two 

 My child would benefit from extra assistance with: check next to applicable area(s) 
 ___________Writing 
 ___________Reading 
 ___________Mathematics 
 

 My child would benefit from extra support  check next to applicable area(s) 
 ___________Managing his/her behavior 
 ___________Developing more appropriate social skills when relating to peers and/or adults  
 ___________Staying on task and completing assignments on time 
 ___________With organizational skills 
 

 My child would benefit from an especially nurturing environment.  

 
Child’s Name:  _______________________________________________    September 2017 Grade: ________ 
                                                                                   (Required)                                                                                                                       (Required)         

 
Comments or additional information for consideration (request for a specific teacher will not be considered): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature(s)  ________________________________________________________________                                                       

 (Required)                                                                                                 
 

3/17 


